the entrenchment "by different ways and meeting
outside the city, but he agreed that this was out of
the question on finding that Kavanagh's knowledge
of the city byways was not complete, and that his
Hindustani, though fluent, was not faultless.
Knowing that any chance of success depended on
the runner's assistance, Kavanagh had sounded him
before making up his own mind. Now he went away
to a quiet corner to think the matter out. He was so
amazed at the daring of his own conception that at
first he was unable to compose his thoughts. During
the past few months he had risked his life often
enough in action, but to contemplate death in cold
blood made his heart beat faster, and the tears ran
down his cheeks as he sat there with his head in his
hands. The violence of his emotion brought its own
relief, but finding himself still incapable of a calm
decision he joined some of his friends and deliberated
as he talked. By two o'clock he was resolved" to
volunteer for the service.
He made his offer to Colonel Napier, who replied
with a smile that the thing was impossible, but
thought it only fair to pass him on to Outram.
Kavanagh explained why he had volunteered and
asked Outram to balance the advantage to be gained
by success against the risk of a single life. The pro-
posal could not but appeal to the Bayard of India,
who admitted that Kavanagh's services as guide
might be invaluable, and that he was tempted to
accept his offer but feared that the risk was pro-
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